2009 Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Results
Facts

· The proportion of five year olds achieving a good level of development increased from 49% last year to 52% in 2009.  This means that 23,000 more young children achieved a good level of development.  This is a stretching threshold including all areas of development and is measured using the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile – an observational assessment.
· Gaps in performance have narrowed:

· The achievement gap between the 20% lowest achieving children and the rest narrowed from 36% last year to 34% in 2009.
· Children living in the most disadvantaged areas also improved faster than others, and the gap between their achievement and others narrowed from 16% last year to 15% this year.

· The greatest gains are in early language development, and achievement improved or remained stable in all other areas of development.

· Boys’ achievement improved in 11 out of 13 scales in the Profile and remained constant in 2.  However, girls continue to do better than boys.
· In all regions, achievement has risen and the achievement gap has narrowed.  Inner London has the lowest proportion of children achieving a good level of development at 46%, but this has improved from 42% last year.  
What does this mean?

· The Government is well on course to achieve its 2011 targets to raise young children’s achievement to 53% and narrowing the achievement gap to 33%. 
· Sustained gains in early language development suggest that the Government’s focus on communication, language and literacy is working.
· Faster improvement in disadvantaged areas suggests that targeted investment is paying off.

Department’s lines
· It is excellent to see that 23,000 more children have achieved a good level of development and that gaps in achievement have narrowed in the first year since the introduction of the Early Years Foundation Stage.
· These results are a testament to the commitment of parents and the hard work of the early years workforce and local authorities across the country.  

· The Government’s investment in early years is paying off.  Our focus on disadvantaged areas, and on communication skills are both key factors in this success. 
· This gives us firm foundations, but there is more to do.  Every child deserves the best possible start in life.  We need to do more to ensure this a reality everywhere and that all families with young children have access to excellent services.
